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for fear, and there will be ridicule too, if people take to their heels
the moment repression starts; however, people who, though they do
not fight shy of imprisonment, resort to violence are more dangerous
and, even worse than that, will bring greater disgrace. We shall
not lose the battle because of people who run away, but the atmo-
sphere in the country is such that, out of fear of those who resort
to violence, people may even give up in the end all talk of swaraj.

[From Gujarati]
Jfmajwan, 12-2-1922

163.   LETTER TO DEVDAS GANDHI
Silence Day [February 12, 1922]1
CHI.  DEVDASj
Of course, I constantly think of you, but do not find time to
write to you.
I got your wire; I hope you received mine sent from Bombay.
I have started a fast today. It will end on Friday. Surely, I
could not have done less, could I? To start civil disobedience in
an atmosphere of incivility is like putting one's hand in a saake-
pit. Please do not be nervous on account of my fast. In any case
do not take that as an example. It is the woman giving birth to
a child who suffers the pains, others only help. I, too, wish to give
birth to the ideals of non-violence and truth, so that I alone need
bear the pains of fasting, etc. You and others may carry out self-
purification to help me in my task and go on doing your appoint-
ed tasks. You personally are of course doing this. You have no
share in these sins.
Keep sending me all the news from there regularly.
You will be glad to know that HarilaPs sentence has not been
reduced. I had not liked the news2. He is happy there. Malavi-
yaji left for Bombay yesterday. He was present at the Working
Committee meeting.
I am sending you the following telegram:
"Your wire. Working Committee has indefinitely postponed
Mass Civil Disobedience, other minor activities offensive chartacter.
Am fasting till Friday evening by way of penance and warning
people who with my name on lips have brutally hacked constables
1 The  five-day fast  undertaken   as   a  penance  for the Ghauri Chaura
disaster began on the evening of Sunday, February 12, 1922.
2 Earlier, news had been received that his sentence was reduced.